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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/26/07 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. New references have been cited to reject the amended claims. 



Obviousness Type Double Patenting Rejection 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in 
public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper 
timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection 
is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application 
claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined application 
claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., 
In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887. 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re 
Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 
619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with 
this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope 
of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 
Claim 1 is provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting 
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as being unpatentable over claim 1 of copending Application No. 10/808,036. Although the 
conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because the 
instant application recites an "audio/video component networking system" and the copending 
application # 10/808,036 recites an "audio/video component networking system". See below. 



Claim 1 of US Pat App#: 10/808,036 


Claim 1 of Instant App#: 10/808,015 


1. An audioAvideo (A/V) component 

a source cornDonent' 
a presentation device: 

and a sink component disposed remote from 
the source component and adapted to control 
presentation of A/V program data received 
from the source component on the presentation 
device, the sink component adapted to transmit 
a command to the source component to control 
streaming of an A/V menu interface of the 
source component for display on the 
presentation device. 


1. An audio/video (AA^) component 
n6iwori\iny sysierni woinpnoiny. 

a centralized storaae svstem adaoted to 
communicatively receive a plurality of source 
components, each source componer^t adapted 
to provide A/V program data; 

and a sink component disposed remote from 
the storage system and communicatively 
disposed between the storage system and a 
presentation device, the sink component 
adapted to receive A/V program data from at 
least one of the plurality of source components 
and transmit the A/V program data to the 
presentation device, the sink component 
adapted to enable a user to select an A/V 
menu interface associated with at least one of 
the plurality of source components for display 
on the presentation device, and wherein the 
sink component is configured to control 
streaming of the selected A/V menu interface 
from the corresponding source component to 
the presentation device. 







Note the comparison above; claim 1 of the instant application is not patentably distinct 



from claim 1 of US Patent Application # 10/808,036, 
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For example, claim 1 of the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 is broader in scope than 
instant claim 1 because it does not recite a centralized storage system adapted to receive a 
plurality of source components; however, the specification for the US Patent Application # 
10/808,036 allows for such a subsystem in the invention (see [0023-24 of the US Patent 
Application # 10/808,036) and such an addition to the system in order to allow for recordable 
content to be captured by the system is possible. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the system of the US 
Patent Application # 10/808,036 with a centralized storage system in order to allow system users 
to present recorded content with system resources. 

Additionally, claim 1 of the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 recites a presentation 
device, a source component, and a sink component that controls streaming of the source 
component; each of these elements are recited in the instant application as well. A plurality of 
source components are recited in the instant application and it would be possible to broaden the 
the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 to include multiple source components to allow for 
different programming. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 with multiple 
source components in order to allow for a multiplicity of programming for the user to choose. 

Claim 1 of the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 recites a sink component remote from 
the source component, this is possible to narrow the claim 1 of the US Patent Application # 
10/808,036 (similar to instant claim 1) in order to distinguish a controlling unit from a content 
source unit Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the US Patent Application # 10/808,036 with a distinct sink 
component in order to make sink functionality diagnosis easier. Claim 1 of the instant application 
recites a distinct sink component as well, such narrowing of the instant claim 1 scope is possible 
for similar reasoning. 
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This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the conflicting 
claims have not in fact been patented. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1, 4, 13, 19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams, 
Jr. (US 620221 1 B1) in view of Accarie et al. (US 2003/0048757 A1) in view of Salmonsen (US 
2004/0049797 A1). 

As to claim 1, Williams discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking system, 
comprising (see Williams, fig. 4): 

a centralized storage system adapted to communicatively receive a plurality of source 
components, each source component adapted to provide A/V program data (see Williams, fig. 3, 
coL 5, II. 34-39, mass storage within server, receiving from remote systems within another 
network, see col. 6, II. 7-11, and the cable system (fig. 5) into a number of tuners (see col. 1, II. 
60-64)); 

and a sink component disposed remote from the storage system and communicatively 
disposed between the storage system and a presentation device (see Williams, fig. 4, STB is a 
sink between the storage of server and presentatiori device, such as a TV), 
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the sink component adapted to receive AA/ program data from at least one of the plurality 
of source components and transmit the AN program data to the presentation device (see 
Williams, col. 6, II. 43-49), the sink component adapted to enable a user to select an AA/ interface 
associated with at least one of the plurality of source components for display on the presentation 
device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link for remote control of cable box used for STB), and 
wherein the sink component is configured to control display of the selected AA/ menu interface 
from the corresponding source component to the presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43- 
54, if cable box is set correctly (controlled by STB) cable converter box output streams to TV via 
STB control). 

Williams teaches control of data, but does not explicitly teach control of menu interface 
from the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system does teach 
control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation device (see 
Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a source) is displayed on 
a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, [0447]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of Accarie to allow the 
user the convenience of accessing the menu of control functions of a remote source component 
(see Accarie, [0453]). 

The combination of Williams and Accarie does not expressly teach control of a streaming 
menu interface; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network interfacing, does teach this (see 
Salmonsen, [0105], a media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files from the source 
to the display (presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) from media source to renderer to 
video display to show control menus for subtitles and languages)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of 
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Salmonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu display presented by 
the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 13, Williams discloses an audio/video networking method, comprising (see 
Williams, fig. 4 and col. 3, II. 20-60): remotely accessing, via a sink component, a centralized 
storage system having a plurality of source components, each source component adapted to 
provide AN program data (see Williams, fig. 3, col. 5, II. 34-39, mass storage within server, 
receiving from remote systems within another network, see col. 6, II. 7-11. and the cable system 
(fig. 5) into a number of tuners (see col. 1, II. 60-64)); 

transmitting, via the sink component, AA/ program data from at least one of the source 
components to a presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-49); and 

receiving, via the sink component, a user selection of at least one of the plurality of source 
components for displaying an AA/ menu interface associated with the selected source component 
on the presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link for remote control of cable box 
used for STB), 

the sink component controlling streaming of the selected AA/ interface from the corresponding 
source component to the presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-54, if cable box is set 
correctly (controlled by STB) cable converter box output streams to TV via STB control). 

Williams teaches control of data, but does not explicitly teach control of menu interface 
from the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system does teach 
control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation device (see 
Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a source) is displayed on 
a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, [0447]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of Accarie to allow the 
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user the convenience of accessing the menu of control functions of a remote source component 
(see Accarie, [0453]). 

The combination of Williams and Accarie does not expressly teach control of a streaming 
menu interface; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network interfacing, does teach this (see 
Salmonsen, [0105], a media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files from the source 
to the display (presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) from media source to renderer to 
video display to show control menus for subtitles and languages)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of 
Salmonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu display presented by 
the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 23, Williams discloses an audio/video (AA/) component networking system, 
comprising (see Williams, fig. 4 and col. 3, II. 20-60): 

means for remotely accessing, via a sink component, a centralized storage system adapted to 
communicatively receive a plurality of source components, each source component adapted to 
provide AA/ program data (see Williams, fig. 3, col. 5, II. 34-39, mass storage within server, 
receiving from remote systems within another network, see col. 6, II. 7-11, and the cable system 
(fig. 5) into a number of tuners (see col. 1 , 11. 60-64), see wire means between server (storage) 
and STB (sink) in fig. 4); 

means, via the sink component, for transmitting AA/ program data from at least one of the source 
components to a presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-49, see coaxial out (means) to 
TV in fig. 4); and 

means, via the sink component, for receiving a user selection of at least one of the plurality of 
source components for displaying an AN menu interface associated with the selected source 
component on the presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link (means) for remote 
control of cable box used for STB), the sink component controlling displaying of the selected /W 
menu interface from the corresponding source component to the presentation device (see 
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Williams, col. 6, IL 43-54, if cable box is set correctly (controlled by STB) cable converter box 
output streams to TV via STB control). 

Williams teaches control of data, but does not explicitly teach control of menu interface 
from the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system does teach 
control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation device (see 
Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a source) is displayed on 
a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, [0447]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of Accarie to allow the 
user the convenience of accessing the menu of control functions of a remote source component 
(see Accarie, [0453]). 

The combination of Williams and Accarie does not expressly teach control of a streaming 
menu interface; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network interfacing, does teach this (see 
Salmonsen, [0105], a media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files from the source 
to the display (presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) from media source to renderer to 
video display to show control menus for subtitles and languages)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of 
Salmonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu display presented by 
the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 4, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the source components is selected from the group 
consisting of a satellite receiver source component, a digital versatile disk (DVD) source 
component, a compact disc (CD) source component, a computer, and a cable source component 
(see Williams, fig. 5 and col. 5, II. 35-45, cable source component). 
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As to claim 19, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
method of claim 13, wherein accessing the centralized storage system comprises accessing at 
least one of a group consisting of a satellite receiver source component, a digital versatile disk 
(DVD) source component, a compact disc (CD) source component (28), a computer, and a cable 
source component residing on the centralized storage system (see Williams, fig. 5, cable source 
stored via storage system). 

6. Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14-18, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Williams, Jr. (US 6202211 B1) in view of Accarie et al. (US 2003/0048757 A1) 
in view of Salmonsen (US2004/0049797 A1) in view of Hunter et al. (US 2002/0056118 A1). 

As to claim 2, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not teach wherein the sink 
component is adapted to decode the A/V program data; however, Hunter, who discloses an 
audio-video distribution system, does teach this (see Hunter, [0065] decoder is part of user 
station, a STB [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter adding intelligence to the STB or user station and. allowing for a simpler network fabric 
(see Hunter, [0065]). 

As to claim 3, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to transmit the A/V program data to the presentation device in 
real-time (see Hunter, [0162] proprietary real-time decoding hiay occur for playback rather than 
storage on content received by the STB (sink)). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of Hunter so 
that a user may review his selected AA/ program without delay after the selection process, 
making for a more responsive entertainment system (see Hunter, [0162]). 

As to claim 5, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register the storage system 
with the sink component; however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0154] the stored media is 
registered for presentation, for billing purposes by the STB [0149-150]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of Hunter 
allowing the recognition of the storage system so that said system may be replaced with a 
different system and the storage capacity of the network would be unaffected (see Hunter, 
[0154]). 

As to claim 6, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1, 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register at least one 
available type of communication network for communicating with the storage system; however, 
Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0156] the sink as part of the digital network will register the 
communication network or define and accept as the network to access storage to a central 
controller, which will store user information). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter allowing the entertainment system to recognize and successfully use different 
communication networks so that the system can be implemented in various settings, adding to its 
marketability. 

As to claim 7, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register a format of the AN 
program data available from each of the plurality of source components; however. Hunter does 
teach this (see Hunter, [0163-0165], the sink registers the format of a CD or another type of 
storage media for playback). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order for program format to be variable from the content sources, making for a more 
robust entertainment system (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claim 11, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not expressly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register the presentation 
device with the sink component; however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0142] through 
communication with the on-screen GUI (of the presentation device) the user station, sink, realizes 
information about the user preferences for display on the presentation device, hence registers the 
device). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams. Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
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of Hunter in order to allow the system to correctly recognize the device data is sent to for display 
therefore no delay in user interaction with the data occurs (see Hunter, [0142]). 

As to claim 12, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not expressly teach wherein 
at least two of the plurality of source components comprise the same type of source component; 
however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0160] multiple CD or DVD players may be 
included in the network, including the one at the set-top box). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to allow the user to enjoy a variety of source content from a similar medium, 
say a compact disk (see Hunter, [0160]). 

As to claim 15, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 13) disclose the 
method of claim 13, 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach further 
comprising performing a registration operation to register each of the plurality of source 
components with the sink component; however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0163-0165], 
the sink registers the CD or another type of media player for playback). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to recognize multiple sources of programming data allowing the end user 
variety in his entertainment choice (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claim 27, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 23) disclose the 
system of claim 23, 
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The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach further comprising 
means for registering each of the plurality of source components residing on the centralized 
storage system with the sink component, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0163-0165], the ■ 
sink registers the CD or another type of media player for playback). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to recognize multiple sources of programming data allowing the end user 
variety in his entertainment choice (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claims 14 and 26, they are analyzed similar to claim 5. 
As to claims 17 and 25, they are analyzed similar to claim 2. 
As to claims 16 and 18. they are analyzed similar to claims 7 and 6, respectively. 



7. Claims 8, 9, 10, 20-22, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams, Jr. (US 620221 1 B1 ) in view of Accarie et al. (US 2003/0048757 A1 ) in view of 
Salmonsen (US 2004/0049797 Al) in view of Williams et al. (US 2004/0019908 Al-hereafter 
known as Chris Williams). 



As to claim 8, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to present to the user an aggregated listing of the A/V program 
data available from each of the plurality of source components; however, Chris Williams, who 
discloses network of multiple sources, does teach this (see Chris Williams, fig. 5 an aggregate 
listing is presented in an electronic program guide). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of Chris 
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Williams in order to allow the end user the pleasure of entertainment from several various 
sources (see Chris Williams, [0026]). 

As to claim 9, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to present to the user a filtered aggregated listing of the AA/ 
program data available from each of the plurality of source components based on a format of the 
AA/ program data available from each of the plurality of source components; however Chris 
Williams does teach this (see Chris Williams, fig. 5, each source has a different data format). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Chris Williams in order to allow the end user the pleasure of entertainment from several various 
sources (see Chris Williams, [0026]). 

As to claim 10, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , 

The combination of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen does not explicitly teach wherein 
the sink component is adapted to present to the user a filtered aggregated listing of the AA/ 
program data available from each of the plurality of source components based on a type of the 
presentation device; however Chris Williams does teach this (see Chris Williams, fig. 5, the audio 
data will be reproduced on an audio presenter, speaker system of fig, 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
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of Chris Williams in order to allow the end user the pleasure of entertainment from several various 
sources (see Chris Williams, [0026]). 

As to claims, 20-22; they are analyzed similar to claims 8-10, respectively. 
As to claim 24, it is analyzed similar to claim 8. 



be directed to Paul J. Graham whose telephone number is 571-270-1705. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00a-5:00p EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
.'applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Inquiries 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the examiner should 
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